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CIVCAS Tracker

CLASSIFICATION : SECRET RELEASABILITY RELTO USA,

Allegation

FOR OFFICIALUSE
CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED RELEASABILITY :

ALLEGATIONNUMBER: 658 ALLEGATIONSTATUS: Closed

INCIDENTDATE:
20-May-2016

00:00
COUNTRY: SYRIA

OPENEDDATE:
26-May-2017

00:00
LOCATIONOF INCIDENT: Arshaf

MGRS: Not Reported NEARESTMAJORCITY: Not Reported

COORDS UNKNOWN No

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED RELEASABILITY: NONE

ALLEGATION DATE:

SOURCETYPE: Social Media

(1) Up to ten civilians were reported killed in an alleged Coalition

evening strike at Al Arshaf village on the outskirts of Ekhitrin town, in
the northern Aleppo countryside.

( 2 ) (U) Syria Urgent initially saidsix civiliansdied - four women and

two men - with another four injured " following an American raid ."

DESCRIPTION : The Syrian Observatory placed the death toll at seven , saying all the

victims came from one family . Shaam News said ten died, including
5 women .

( 3 ) (U) The Syrian Network for Human Rightsreportedthat "On
Friday evening 20 May 2016 Internationalcoalitionwarplanes
launched missilesat the northeasternparts of Arshaf Town (near

subway Akhtarin) in the northernsuburbsof Aleppo governorate
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underthe control of ISIS, killing eight people, including three children

and two women . Seven others were injured."

(4) Violations Documentation Centre later provided names for eight

individuals (three men, two women, and three children ), purportedly

from a single family , also noting that two other unidentified adult
males were killed.

Initial Assessment

CLASSIFICATION : SECRET RELEASABILITY

INITIAL DATE : Not Reported

INITIAL ASSESSMENT : Not Reported

Assessment Details

Assessment

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET RELEASABILITY: REL TO USA,

ASSESSMENTUNIT: OIR
ASSESSMENT TASK

DATE:
Not Reported

NON-US COALITIONNATION: Not Reported

" 1. (U) BLUF: that the allegationof civilian

casualties (CIVCAS) on 20 May2016 in Al-Arshaf, Syria is
ASSESSMENTRESPONSE: NOT CREDIBLE. This assessment is basedupona thorough

review of all reasonably available information, including

information provided by Combined Joint Task Force -
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OperationInherentResolve( CJTF-OIR) and open source
material.

2. ( U ) CIVCAS Allegation :

a. ( U) Source:Airwars.org (aggregated from: Syria
Urgent, Syrian Press Centre, Hussein al Ahmad blog, Syrian

Observatory for Human Rights, Alaan TV , Shaam News
Network, Local Civil Defence of Syria, Smart News,

A'Amaq Agency, Violations DocumentationCentre, Syrian
Network for Human Rights)

b . (U) Time and Location : 20 May 2016,Al-Arshaf,

Aleppo governorate , Syria

( U Description:

(1) (U) Up to ten civilians were reported killed in an

alleged Coalition evening strike at Al Arshaf village on the
outskirts of Ekhitrin town, in the northern Aleppo
countryside.

(2) ( ) Syria Urgent initially said six civilians died - four
womenandtwo men - with another four injured

" followingan American raid." The Syrian Observatory
placed the death toll at seven, sayingall the victimscame

fromone family. Shaam News said ten died, including5

(3) (U) The Syrian Networkfor Human Rights reportedthat
"On Fridayevening 20 May 2016 Internationalcoalition
warplanes launched missilesat the northeastern parts of
Arshaf Town (near subway Akhtarin) in the northern
suburbs of Aleppo governorate under the control of ISIS,

killingeight people, includingthree children and two

women. Seven others were injured."Approve
(4) Violations Documentation Centre later provided

names for eight individuals (three men, two women , and
three children), purportedly from a single family , also

noting that two other unidentified adult males were killed.

3. (SHREL) Analysis of Coalition Strike Activity: Coalition

Forces (CF) conducted a strike against a single target
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facility on the allegeddate and in the vicinity of the

alleged locationof the CIVCASincident. This assessment
focuses on this strike.

a . ( SH REL Strikeb Strike number
b 1) a deliberate strike that occurred on

MAY 2016 under 1 1 targeted ARSHAQ ISIL C2
NODE 001at ( aircraft struck

the target with ( 1.4a were

flown 1) , ( Americanasset. The strike
resultedin four Joint Desired Pointsof Impactstruck and
functionaldestructionofthe facility

b. ( TO Reviewof SupportingIntelligence:
ARSHAQISIL C2 NODE 001was a quarter-acrecompound

consistingof four smaller buildingslocated500m
northeastof the Arshaq village center, roughly six
kilometerswest fromthe villageofAkhterin. Functional
characterizationof the target facility as a commandand
control (C2) nodewas supportedby a bodyof sensitive

multi-discipline intelligencereportingas recentas April

2016. The facility'sformer functionwas commercial. The

facilitywas assessedwith high confidenceto have been
underthe exclusiveuse andcontrol of ISIS since at least
October 2014 and was no longer servinga civilian
function. Pre- strikeaerial reconnaissance 1) 1.4a

(b)( )1.4 FullMotionVideo (FMV) producinga slantof

c. ( TO Collateral Damage Estimate

(CDE ) /Battle Damage Assessment (BDA) :

(1) The CDE call for this facilitywas ( bX1)1.4a

( b )(1 1.4a There was one collateral

concern within the weapons effects radiiof the

weaponeering solution.

(2 ) This strike occurred in an area with ) 1)1.4a
( which

resulted in the call. My assessment was
unable to determine the engagement approval authority
for this strike .

(3 ) The BDA call for this strike was 4 x C2 BLDG
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CONFIRMEDDESTROYED. FACILITYFUNCTIONALLY

DESTROYED/ NON-OP.

d . ( TO ) Review of WSV / : Neither

weapons system video ( WSV) nor full motion video ( FMV)

were available for review.

4. Credibility Assessment : Based on a thorough
assessment of all reasonably available evidence, this

CIVCAS allegation is deemed NOT CREDIBLE. That is there
is insufficient available evidence to corroborate this
allegation

a . While the various allegations differed on the exact

number and compositionof civilian casualtiesfor this
incident, at least two sources identified the casualties as

comingfrom a single family. In addition, the Violations

DocumentationCentreprovided names for eight
individuals allegedly killed in this incident. However, these
potentiallycorroboratingdetails, evenwhen considered

together, are insufficientlydeterminative to assess to the

"more likelythan not" standard required for a CREDIBLE
finding.

b. As for the facility itself, whichwas assessed to have
been under the exclusive control of , pre-strike analysis
did not reflectthe presenceofany civilians, womenor
childrenat this location. Inthe absence ofevidence to the

contrary, any individualspresent in the facility who were

killed in the strike wouldtherefore be assessedas Enemy
Killed In Action (EKIA), not CIVCAS.

c. There was one collateral concern (commercialfacility

34 feet north of the nearestaimpoint identified in the
CDE analysis which gave rise to the b)( 1 ,
post-strike BDA did not assess any damage to this

structure.
Approve

d . I was unableto assessthe meansby whichengagement

of this target was approvedgiventhe (b (1 1.4a call.
However, it is unlikelythat the detailsof the approval

process for engagementofthis targetwould begermane
to this assessmentof CIVCAS.

16- October - 17 Page5of6
SECRET/

USCENTCOMFOIA18-0296L 3573- 5/6/2019



CIDNES SECRET USA , FVEY

e. Without any visual evidence of CIVCAS, this assessment

solely consideredthe content of the allegation itself and
pre- and post-strike images of the target facility most
closely correspondingto the time and locationof the
alleged incident. Discovery of further evidencemay
warrant re- assessment.

5. (U) The point of contact for this memorandum is the
undersigned at (b (3) 10 USC (b) 6 )
11

ASSESSMENT CIVCAS: No

FURTHERACTIONS DIRECTED: Not Reported

LESSON LEARNED /ROOT CAUSE: Not Reported

ASSESSMENTKILLED: 0

CLASSIFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED RELEASABILITY:
FOR OFFICIAL USE

ONLY

INVESTIGATION STATUS: NONE CLOSED DATE: 31-May-2017 00:00

US INVESTIGATION

REPORT DATE :
Not Reported CLOSEDAT: CCAR

EX GRATIA: No CIVCAS: NO

COMMENTS: Not Reported

KILLED: 0 INJURED:

PAORELEASE DATE: Not Reported NA: No

REASON FOR NO

RELEASE:
Not Reported
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